
 

VILLAGE OF MCFARLAND Landmarks Commission NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 
   

Wednesday, September 4, 2024 5:00 PM McFarland Municipal Center 
5915 Milwaukee St, McFarland  

Community Room 
AGENDA 

The public may attend in-person or remotely through the Zoom webinar or telephone options listed below. 
PLEASE CLICK THE LINK BELOW TO JOIN THE ZOOM WEBINAR: 

  
Or by Telephone: +1 (312) 626-6799 

Webinar ID: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89257536985  
Press *9 to raise/lower hand. Press *6 to mute/unmute. 

 
    
1. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL. 
    
2. PUBLIC APPEARANCES. 
  a. This is an opportunity for members of the public to address the Landmarks Commission for items that 

are not on the agenda. Please remember this is a hybrid meeting conducted in person and through the 
Zoom online meeting platform. Meeting attendees wishing to address the Commission about items not 
on the agenda may do so at this time. Zoom attendees should type their name and address in the 
Question and Answer feature within the Zoom online meeting platform at this time. Members of the 
public who are present in person and wish to address the Commission should fill out a public comment 
form and turn into the meeting chairperson.  When you are called upon to speak, state your name, 
address, and provide your comments to the Commission for their consideration. Please adhere to the 3-
minute time limit. Additionally, you may send your public comments to 
community.development@mcfarland.wi.us to be included as part of the meeting. 
 
Members of the public may also speak during their selected agenda item as they designate on the 
public comment form or in the Question and Answer feature on Zoom. 

      
    
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES. 
  a. Motion to approve the minutes of the May 21, 2024, Landmarks Commission meeting. 
      
    
4. BUSINESS. 
  a. Discussion and action to make a recommendation to the Village Board regarding submittal of a grant 

application to the Wisconsin Historical Society to complete a historical property survey of the Village. 
      
  b. Discussion and action to make a recommendation to the Village Board to approve a purchase order for 

outdoor community history signs at Arnold Larson Park. 
      
    
5. SCHEDULE NEXT MEETING DATE. 
  a. To be determined. 
      
    
6. ADJOURNMENT. 
 
 
Any person who has a qualifying disability as defined by the Americans with Disabilities Act that requires the meeting or materials at the meeting to be in an accessible 
location or format should contact the McFarland Municipal Center at (608)838-3153, 5915 Milwaukee Street, McFarland, Wisconsin, or village.clerk@mcfarland.wi.us 
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by 2:00 p.m. at least 5 business days prior to the meeting so that any necessary arrangements can be made to accommodate each request. If the meeting or request is less 
than 5 business days from the meeting, requests for accommodations may still be made and reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate each request. 
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Minutes
Landmarks Commission Meeting

May 21, 2024

Members Present: Gordan Kinder, Ron Larson, John Wells, Kathy Krusiec

Members Absent: Lowell Prill

Staff Present: Andrew Bremer, Kong Thao

1. CALL TO ORDER

Bremer called the meeting to order at 5:04 PM.  In the absence of a chair and 
vice-chair, Bremer instructed the Commission to elect an acting-Chair for the 
scheduled meeting.  Kinder motioned to nominate Larson as acting-Chair for the 
meeting.  Seconded by Krusiec.  Motion carried 4-0.

2. PUBLIC APPEARANCES.

None received virtually and in-person.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES.

a. Kinder motioned to approve the minutes of the April 8, 2023, Landmarks 
Commission meeting. Seconded by Wells.  Motioned carried 4-0.

4. BUSINESS.

a. Discussion regarding Redevelopment District No. 2 site and building design 
guidelines. 

Bremer provided summary on the agenda item, discussing the purpose and intent 
of Redevelopment Districts updates within the Village, the areas covered within 
each district, the timeline of the project to date, and feedback requested from the 
Commission to supplement the project further, specifically related to site design 
guidelines and standards for future developments in the district.  Stephen Tremlett, 
Project Manager from MSA, was present to discuss concepts, themes, and project 
overview.  Tremlett provided project planning concepts for points of discussion 
related to design standards, element standards related to exterior cleaning & 
treatment techniques, and matching/protecting historic features on historically 
designated properties in the district. 

The Commission discussed why the design standards would be needed, desired 
building façades and elements matching and complementing adjacent buildings, 
building features to be included or maintained among future improvements, 
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property acquisition, and details related to the concepts shown.  Tremlett 
commented that discussion of building enhancement and the redevelopment district 
could introduce new sections to the zoning code related to glossary of terms, 
elements in site design and building design, all of which are supplemental to 
obtaining a certificate of appropriateness.  Tremlett highlighted some of the 
responses from the survey related to historical properties.  The Commission further 
discussed building rooflines, building height, concept buildings shown, windows, 
materials, mixed use building designs, appearance from street view, area or 
properties included within the historic downtown, and direction of future 
development.  Wells affirms the discussion is important to the character of the 
downtown area, then asked about the importance of this discussion and how will 
staff and the consultant use this information.  Bremer and Tremlett affirmed the 
comments have already provided good information and the discussion helps to 
guide the direction for what can be incorporated into the plan related to site and 
building design guidelines and standards. 

Larson stated disagreements to some of the concepts presented stating past 
activities related to recommendations of those properties as historical properties 
and the desire to nominate them as new historical properties.  Bremer replied that 
properties included within the concepts are not an indication for definite razing of 
those properties, rather, the concepts are intended to encourage discussion of 
different types of redevelopment opportunities that could be possible in the future.  
Lason followed up with a question related to the rationale behind the decision to 
not include areas of Farwell west of the High School.  Bremer stated that the area 
is already included within the existing TIF district #5, and not part of the 
Redevelopment District 2 planning area, hence why it was not included.  The types 
of land uses and lot configurations are not the same as Redevelopment District 2.  
Kinder commented on the draw and appeal of Arnold Larson Park as a central point 
for hosting events, concurring with Larson’s statement to not raze some buildings 
shown in the concepts, while pointing out other options.  The Commission and Staff 
discussed the possibility of moving buildings to another location as previously done 
in the Village’s history.  Larson expressed concerns about roadway congestion 
based on the future Community Center building plans. Wells inquired about the 
next step for the project.  Bremer stated Staff will summarize the main points of 
discussion and will present them to the Plan Commission or Community 
Development Authority committee as they are jointly providing committee 
oversight of the plan update.

b. Discussion regarding outdoor community history signs at Arnold Larson Park.

Bremer and Thao provided summary of the agenda item with the recent updates, 
mockups, sign texts, and ongoing efforts related to Sign 2, Native American.  Thao 
provided summary for the activities related to Sign 2 and an expected timeline to 
the project.  Larson commented that he is open to comments and updates to the text 
as needed from other Commission members.  Next steps are to complete the mock 
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up for Sign 2 similar to Signs 1-3 and bring back for recommendation to the Village 
Board.

5. SCHEDULE NEXT MEETING DATE. 

a. To be determined.

6. ADJOURNMENT.

Krusiec motioned to adjourn. Seconded by Kinder. Motion carried 4-0. Meeting 
adjourned at 6:34 PM.
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SUMMARY SHEET 
 
MEETING DATE: Wednesday, September 4, 2024 
    
SECTION: Business 
    
DEPARTMENT: Community Development 
    
CONTACT: Andrew Bremer, Comm & Eco Dev Director 
    
AGENDA ITEM: Discussion and action to make a recommendation to the Village Board 

regarding submittal of a grant application to the Wisconsin Historical 
Society to complete a historical property survey of the Village. 

     
PREVIOUS ACTION:  
  
ISSUE SUMMARY: 
The Wisconsin Historical Society grants approximately $120,000 annually through the Certified 
Local Government (CLG) Grant Program.  The Grant Program awards recipients between 
$1,500 to $25,000 for projects related to historical preservation.  Eligible projects include 
intensive survey of a community, nomination of historic district to the National Register of 
Historic Places, Archeology Survey, etc.  The CLG Grant Program occurs on an annual cycle, 
opening in the spring and closing in December when grant applications are due.  Applications 
for the CLG Grant program must showcase their benefit to historical or archaeological resources 
located in Wisconsin.  Multiple grant applications may be submitted with each application 
evaluated separately.  The application process requires submittal of a Letter of Intent (LOI) for 
every grant proposal.  Applications will not be considered without LOI submitted.  The 2025 
LOI submittal deadline is September 13, 2024.  The full grant application is due December 13, 
2024.  During the three month period between the LOI and full grant application deadline, staff 
will work with representatives of the State Historical Society to sketch out the scope of work.  If 
the Village is awarded the grant, the Village would move forward with hiring a consultant to 
complete the survey. 
 
Included in the packet is the LOI to be submitted for the 2025 CLG Grant Program.  The 
proposed project will hire a consultant for the CLG Grant Program category A. Initial intensive 
survey of part or all of the community.  To the Village's knowledge, there has been no record of 
a comprehensive survey of historical properties within the Village. 
 
The CLG Grant Program follows the timeline provided within an annual grant calendar year. 

• September 13 - Submit Letter of Intent 
• Sept. Nov. - Define scope of work, hold engagement session 
• December 13. - Application deadline 
• Jan.-Feb. - Review and scoring of applications, grant awards approved 
• March - Memoranda of Agreement (MOA) prepared, grant awards published 
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• April-May - Grant recipients issue a Request for Bids (RFB) 

 
Next Steps 
Staff will work with contact from WHS to define the scope of work, complete and submit the 
grant application by the December submittal deadline.   
  
FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPACT: 
The CLG Grant Program does not require a local match for the grant.  The grant fund amount 
will be up to $25,000 for the proposed survey project.  
  
VILLAGE PLAN REFERENCE: 
This project is identified as an action step in the 2024-2025 Village Board Strategic Plan. 
  
ORDINANCE REFERENCE: 
Division 62-II-6 Historic Preservation 
  
BOARD, COMMISSION OR COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: 
Recommended motion: 
 
Motion, second, to make a recommendation to the Village Board to submit a grant application 
to the Wisconsin Historical Society to complete a historical property survey of the Village. 
  
ATTACHMENTS: 
1. CLG Grant - VOM Letter of Intent 
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www.mcfarland.wi.us/communityandeconomicdevelopment | 5915 Milwaukee St, McFarland, WI 53558 | 608.838.3154

August 28, 2024

Jason Tish
Certified Local Government Coordinator
State Historic Preservation Office
816 State Street, Rm. 305
Madison, WI 53706

RE: Village of McFarland’s Letter of Intent for Certified Local Government Grant

The Village of McFarland (Village) is submitting this formal letter of intent for the Certified Local 
Government Grant for a proposed project under A. Initial intensive survey of part or all of the 
community. The survey will help to identify properties within our community that may be eligible 
for approval as historic properties under the Village’s Historic Preservation Ordinance. Below are 
several milestones in historic recognition completed in the Village. 

• In 1986, Ron Larson (Landmarks Commission member) published Historical McFarland, 
A Walking Tour to promote an awareness of McFarland’s unique character.

• In 1990, the Village’s Landmarks Commission completed an evaluation of the properties 
in the walking tour publication to determine which properties met the criteria to be locally 
designated historic structures. This work was aided by a historic preservation consultant, 
but the Village does not have record of who that individual was.

• In 1991, the Village Board approved designating 18 historic structures based on the work 
of the Landmarks Commission survey.  This number has since grown to 19 structures, three 
of which are also state and nationally designated.

• In 2019, the Village was approved for inclusion in the Certified Local Government (CLG) 
Program.

To the Village’s knowledge, no comprehensive survey of the Village has ever been completed.  
The Village is seeking to submit a grant application of up to $25,000 to hire a consultant to 
complete an initial intensive survey of part or all of the community. Grant administration will be 
provided by Village Staff in the Community & Economic Development Department. The Village’s 
Landmarks Commission will provide committee oversight of the survey project. Upon completion 
of the survey project, the Village’s Landmarks Commission will make a recommendation to the 
Village Board to accept the report. After the report is accepted, the Landmarks Commission will 
utilize the report findings to determine whether to recommend any additional local historic 
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structure designations to the Village Board for their approval per the Village’s Historic 
Preservation Ordinance.

Sincerely,

Andrew Bremer, AICP
Community & Economic Development Director

cc: 
Matt Scheunke, Village Administrator
Lowel Prill, Village Trustee and Chair for Landmarks Commission
Kong Thao, Associate Planner
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SUMMARY SHEET 
 
MEETING DATE: Wednesday, September 4, 2024 
    
SECTION: Business 
    
DEPARTMENT: Community Development 
    

CONTACT: Andrew Bremer, Comm & Eco Dev Director, Kong Thao, Associate 
Planner 

    
AGENDA ITEM: Discussion and action to make a recommendation to the Village Board 

to approve a purchase order for outdoor community history signs at 
Arnold Larson Park. 

     
PREVIOUS ACTION: 
August 3, 2023 - Landmarks Commission discussed establishment of outdoor community 
history signs, including review of representative images, potential sign locations and cost 
estimates. 
October 30, 2023 - Staff presented initial drafts of four signs (Natural Resources, Paleo-Indians 
& Effgy Mounds, Early European Settlers, Early Establishments in McFarland) to the 
Commission requesting feedback and recommendations. 
January 30, 2024 - Staff presented the Commission updates on cost estimate comparison, sign 
sizes, sign themes and content, and proposed site locations. Staff recommended Vacker Sign as 
the preferred vendor of choice due to their affordable rates and design features. The 
Commission's discussion affirmed the location of the four proposed signs in the semicircle area 
of Arnold Larson Park with the possibility of two future signs. The Commission's comments 
included verifying sign themes (Ice Age/Paleo-Indians, Mound Builders, Early European, Early 
Businesses), mockup scaling, appropriate image captions and cited sources, including feedback 
from the Indigenous Solidarity Collective of McFarland (ISCM) on the Native American 
content, and consistency of sign formatting among all mockups. 
April 8, 2024 - Landmarks Commission tabled action to recommend the Village Board approve 
the purchase order for sign fabrication to consider additional sign amendments. 
May 21, 2024 - Landmarks Commission discussed latest update to mock up sign text and 
designs, pending Sign 2: Native Americans for collaboration with ISCM. 
  
ISSUE SUMMARY: 
Community History Sign Update 
At the Landmarks Commission's May 21, 2024 meeting, the Commission was provided an 
update on the Community History Signs.  Discussion was focused on the progress of the text 
and mockups. Sign 2: Native American, only included the working text as Staff was awaiting 
layout designs from the Communications Manager.  The draft text was provided by Commission 
member, Ron Larson and the ISCM.  Included in the packet is the latest mockup for all four 
signs.  Designs and updates were provided by the Village's Communication Manager and 
sources of photos are included.  Staff ask that the Commission provide feedback on the updated 
sign texts, design, and content. 
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Feedback from Ho-Chunk Nation 
Staff was only recently able to share the last mock-up for Sign 2 with Bill Quackenbush, Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officer from the Ho-Chunk Nation of Wisconsin to request feedback on 
the text and design for Sign 2.  Staff is awaiting feedback for potential suggestions for 
adjustments to the proposed sign.  It has been communicated to the Department that the School 
District is still waiting on the correspondence for the 8 Land Acknowledgment Plaques for 
approval of the Ho-Chunk Nation seal on the plaques.  One distinction between Sign 2 and the 
plaques is that Sign 2 does not seek to incorporate the Ho-Chunk Nation seal, so it is possible 
the Village might receive feedback sooner. 
 
Next Steps 
Possible options to advance the project include: 

• Recommendation for approval of the purchase order for the four signs with a condition 
of approval for Staff to revise the sign as needed based on input from the Ho-Chunk 
Nation regarding Sign 2: Native Americans.  Staff will wait to order all four signs until 
we have received feedback from Ho-Chunk Nation and revise the sign as needed.     

• Same as the item above; however, staff could advance ordering Signs 1-3 and order Sign 
2 once we received feedback from Ho-Chunk Nation.  At the Staff level, once that 
communication has been determined, Sign 2 can be purchased without additional 
approval.  Staff note that an additional cost for shipping and handling may be included 
for two purchase orders.  Costs for shipping will vary depending on the future date, but 
still should be within the project budget. 

• Postpone making a recommendation in order to review the feedback from the Ho-Chunk 
Nation regarding Sign 2: Native Americans. 

 
Staff is comfortable with any of these potential courses of action and we can use the meeting to 
discuss the Landmarks Commission's preference. 
  
FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPACT: 
The 2023 Capital Improvement Budget of $15,000 provided funding for the first purchase order 
of 13 historic property plaque signs totaling $12,280 with six signs funded by TID #4.  With 
approximately $2,545 remaining in 2023 funding.  The 2024 capital budget includes an 
additional $25,000 in project funding, for a total balance of $27,545 in project funding.  The 
second purchase order for the remaining six historical property plaque signs on Exchange Street 
will require $10,320 ($1,720/sign).  Staff previously discussed at the October 30, 2023 
Landmarks Commission meeting about a joint purchase order with the School District for eight 
Land Acknowledgment Plaques.  Each party will fund four signs and install them in their 
respective buildings.  For the Village, the signs will be placed at the Public Safety Center, 
Municipal Center, Public Library, and Public Works.  The vendor's latest cost estimate totals 
$6,368 per party, or $1,592 per sign. The School District is still awaiting communication from 
the Ho-Chunk Nation about the use of their logo on the eight signs before a purchase order is 
made.  Table B is unchanged from the previous meeting as the estimate provided by Vacker 
maintains the same purchase price for four community history signs ($6,409).  Table B 
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summarizes the mentioned costs and approved 2023 and 2024 Capital Improvement Budgets. 
The estimated remaining balance from the 2024 budget is approximately $4,623.00.  The 
remaining budget will be reserved for installation materials and supplies (e.g. cement and posts, 
etc.). 
  
VILLAGE PLAN REFERENCE:  
  
ORDINANCE REFERENCE: 
Sec. 62-399. - Recognition of historical structures and historic sites. 
  
BOARD, COMMISSION OR COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: 
 
  
ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Preferred Sign Location and Mockup Updates 9.5.8.2024 
2. Table B - CIP Budget_09.04.2024 
3. Vacker_Inc_Estimate_8.27.2024 
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Parcels

Arnold Larson Park

Parcels
March 29, 2023
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Presented at Landmarks Commission Meeting – September 4, 2024

Table B – 2024 Capital Improvement Budget

Budget
2023 Capital Improvement Budget $ 15,000

     First purchase order for 13 signs $ (12,280)

     Second purchase order remaining 6 signs $ (10,320)1

2024 Capital Improvement Budget $ 25,000

     Land Acknowledgement Plaques for 4 signs $ (6,368)

     Historic Community Signs for 4 signs $ (6,409)

Remaining balance for 2024; 
Reserved for installation materials and supplies as needed (e.g. cement)

$ 4,623.00

1 This value reflects the original quote of $1,720 for each 12x18 historic marker sign. Due to spacing 
constraints, Sewah Studios will fabricate all non-national historic property plaques as 20x29 with Staff’s 
confirmation. This is completed at no cost change for the purchase order.  
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Vacker Inc.

948 Sherren St. W.
Roseville, MN  55113-4420 US
ckriegler@vackersign.com

Estimate
ADDRESS

Kong Thao
McFarland, Village of
5915 Milwaukee Street
McFarland, WI  53558

SHIP TO

Kong Thao
McFarland, Village of
5915 Milwaukee Street
McFarland, WI  53558

ESTIMATE # 5537
DATE 01/23/2024

EXPIRATION DATE 09/27/2024

  

SALES REP
Dina Cyrus

DATE DESCRIPTION QTY RATE AMOUNT

Basic Sign Design - 
Custom Dimensions

Basic sign design and file 
preparation services.  Prepare 
custom 24"x 42" interpretive sign 
panel layout with client-provided 
text (pre-edited), high resolution 
images, illustrations and logos.

4 385.00 1,540.00

HPL .5-2442 24"Hx42"Wx.5" High Pressure 
Laminate panel with 8 threaded 
holes (and fasteners) , output 
from, client prepared, print-ready 
file.

4 699.00 2,796.00

Ship Izone  UPS or 
FedEX

HPL Packing packing and 
shipping costs via UPS or FedEx

1 535.00 535.00

Plate with Sleeve 
1620

Angled 16"x20" mount plate with 
sleeve for self-supporting panel 
and use with 4"x4" wood post, 
45 degree angle, black texture 
powder coat. Two piece 
aluminum construction. Lumber 
not included.

8 156.00 1,248.00

Ship BD UPS Aluminum mount packing 
packing and shipping costs via 
UPS

1 290.00 290.00

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide you with a proposal!

Feel free to get back to me with any questions, or to request a 

revision.

To proceed with this project, please sign and return this estimate to 

Dcyrus@vackersign.com for our records as both your commitment to 

the project and final confirmation of your shipping address.

TOTAL $6,409.00
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Thanks again,

Vacker Sign

Accepted By Accepted Date
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