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1. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL. 

  

Trustee Jerke called the regular meeting of the Parks and Recreation Committee to order at 
6:30 PM in the Community Room of the Municipal Center. This meeting was also held via 
Zoom webinar. 
 
Members present: TJ Jerke, Carrie Nelson, Sarah Kuba, Tanya Lancaster, Justin Rupert, Jim 
Lacy, Luke Fessler 
  
Members not present:  
  
Staff Present: Public Works Director Lee Igl, Parks Superintendent Sayer Larson, Village 
Administrator Matt Schuenke, Assistant to the Public Works Director Aimee Irwin, 
Parkitecture staff Blake Theisen, and Town and Country staff Tim Stieve. 
  

2. PUBLIC APPEARANCES. 
   
  a. This is an opportunity for members of the public to address the Parks and Recreation 

Committee for items that are not on the agenda. Please remember this is a hybrid 
meeting conducted in person and through the Zoom online meeting platform. Meeting 
attendees wishing to address the Committee about items not on the agenda may do so at 
this time. Zoom attendees should type their name and address in the Question and 
Answer feature within the Zoom online meeting platform at this time. Members of the 
public who are present in person and wish to address the Committee should fill out a 
public comment form and turn into the meeting chairperson.  When you are called upon 
to speak, state your name, address, and provide your comments to the Committee for 
their consideration. Please adhere to the 3-minute time limit. Additionally, you may 
send your public comments to public.works@mcfarland.wi.us to be included as part of 
the meeting. 
 
Members of the public may also speak during their selected agenda item as they 
designate on the public comment form or in the Question and Answer feature on Zoom. 

     
None. 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES. 
   
  a. Motion to approve the minutes of the January 3, 2023 Parks & Recreation Committee 

meeting. 

    
 
Motion by Trustee Jerke, seconded by Kuba, to approve the minutes of the January 3, 
2023 Parks & Recreation Committee meeting. Motion carries 5 - 0 - 0. 

4. BUSINESS. 
   
  a. Presentation of ridership data by BCycle 
    Sayer Larson provided a brief summary regarding BCycle at McDaniel Park. Helen 
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Bradley of BCycle provided a presentation on an overview of BCycle along with data 
specifically related to the McDaniel Park site for ridership from July 15th through 
December 15th of 2022. 

• Fessler asked what percentage of riders choose the opt-in option. Bradley 
explained she currently does not have this data but it could be gathered. 

• Kuba asked how far along the station is at Lake Farm County Park, is this a 
partnership with the county, and what other stations are planned near the south-
east side. Bradley responded that Lake Farm Park is in partnership with Dane 
County but it will likely be launched in 2024. Bradley stated she is not aware of 
plans for additional stations towards the south-east side. 

• Trustee Nelson asked if BCycle is tracking who is riding and what policies are in 
place for the privacy of data gathered. Bradley explained they gather a lot of data 
from the rider, such as name, email address, employer; however, only basic 
demographics are shared with the general public. 

• Trustee Jerke asked if there are other new stations comparable to McFarland. 
Bradley responded that similar stations were installed at MATC at South 
Goodman and Commercial Avenue. Bradley explained that the MATC sites did 
not see nearly the ridership as McFarland. 

• Trustee Jerke asked if the survey data shows riders utilizing BCycle for purpose-
driven or recreation-driven rides. Bradley provided the data that 64% BCycle 
trips replaced a vehicle trip and 62% used BCycle for a social activity. 

• Lancaster asked if riders were starting at McDaniel and visiting other parks 
within McFarland. Bradley explained this is difficult to determine as data is 
gathered by docking stations, not GPS. 

• Kuba asked if new stations are utilizing the same number of docking spots at 
stations or fewer docking spots. Bradley explained the goal with new docking 
stations would be fewer spots but more stations. 

• Trustee Jerke asked if BCycle has additional maintenance being brought on. 
Bradley responded that the plan is to bring onboard a significant number of new 
staff for maintenance. 

 
Larson explained that 2023 will continue as a pilot year given the late installation in 
2022 at McDaniel Park. The committee will review and provide their recommendation 
about continuing BCycle in 2024 at a future meeting. 

• Kuba asked about the possibility of stations at the new community park or 
William McFarland Park with construction occurring at these parks now. Larson 
responded that he is aware that BCycle desires stations where parking is located. 
Larson believes BCycle will want to stay near the Lower Yahara River Trail. 

• Fessler asked about the possibility of a station at Orchard Hill Disc Golf Course. 
Larson stated this site is a possibility. 

• Fessler asked if there were competitors for BCycle and who contacted who for 
the current station. Kuba stated that she was not aware of another competitor 
within the Madison area. Larson responded that BCycle reached out to the 
Village. 
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  b. Discussion and action to make a recommendation to the Village Board regarding design 
approval for McDaniel Park site improvements and authorize the project for bid. 

    

Tim Stieve provided an overview of the project and the enclosed design for beach 
improvements at McDaniel Park. 

• Lancaster asked if the supply line pipes would be trenched in. Stieve responded 
that the supply line pipes would be trenched in. 

• Trustee Jerke asked how deep the supply lines pipes would be buried. Stieve 
estimates the pipes will be two to three feet deep. 

• Kuba asked what the ends of the supply lines would look like in the water and if 
the building was moved from previous design plans. Stieve responded that the 
building location was adjusted from previous iterations of the design. Larson 
explained that the end of the supply lines would be boxes for the pump lines, but 
it is unsure what the end will be at the discharge line. 

• Trustee Jerke asked if there is public signage at similar beaches with this set-up. 
Igl responded that nothing was present during the visit to Goodland. Larson also 
commented that there is not specific signage he is aware of. 

• Rupert asked what would be occurring to deter the geese. Larson explained, that 
in his experience, when there are people in the park and the anticipated high use 
of the new amenity, the geese will be deterred from being at the park. 

• Trustee Jerke asked if the anticipated completion would be on track for June 1st. 
Stieve responded that the county believes they can still meet the completion 
target of June 1st; however, the utility building structure may impact the 
completion date.  

 
Motion by Trustee Jerke, seconded by Lancaster, to recommend approval to the Village 
Board regarding Town and Country's design as presented for McDaniel Park site 
improvements and authorize the project for bid. Motion carries 7 - 0 - 0. 

  c. Discussion and action to make a recommendation to the Village Board regarding the 
award of contract for the reconstruction of the skate park within William McFarland 
Park, including the alternate bid for the shade structures at the Bocce Courts. 

    

Blake Theisen provided a review of the skate park project from the approval of the 
William McFarland Master Plan, to the public input process and developing the design. 
Theisen explained that an addendum was issued during the bidding process to extend 
the completion data due to contractors expressing difficulty with the timeline within the 
bid. Bids were received last Tuesday on January 31 with two bids arriving and the low 
bidder being Parisi Construction. Theisen provided that concrete cost estimates have 
increased substantially from last fall. With the bid results being higher than anticipated, 
the committee will need to provide their recommendation for keeping the design intact 
and working towards finding available funds or the design could be reviewed and re-bid. 
 
Matt Schuenke commented that there is a lot of interest in this project and therefore we 
may need to evaluate the funding. Schuenke explained that the borrowing for 2023 has 
not been finalized, therefore the village could borrow more money or other projects 
could be deferred. Other possible solutions or adjustments could include utilizing the 
Parks Fund to help cover the gap or changes to the line items by working with the 
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contractor could occur. The staff recommendation is to move the project forward, but 
there may be some time before we finalize the financial side of the project. 

• Fessler asked for clarification if the staff recommendation included the alternate 
for the bocce shade structures. Schuenke commented that staff are 
recommending rejecting the alternate bid for the shade structures. 

• Lancaster asked how the project timeline was adjusted with the addendum. 
Theisen explained that the adjusted timeline states the project has to be done in 
2023 and the skate park would need to be open in 2023. 

• Kuba asked if it would be recommended to work with Parisi Construction based 
on our experiences. Theisen responded that Parisi did a good job. Schuenke 
explained that Parisi Construction is qualified under our code and we would 
need to accept based on that. Larson commented that Parisi Construction was 
attentive and communication went well during the pickleball court construction. 

• Trustee Jerke asked what cost-cutting efforts are being explored. Theisen 
explained cost-cutting efforts being evaluated would be the demolition, 
installation of trees, and other site amenities such as picnic tables. Schuenke 
commented that the contractor had adjusted their mobilization as well. 

• Fessler asked if line items being removed or adjusted would require the project 
to be rebid. Schuenke explained line items would be removed from the project 
scope and adjustments would be detailed with a change order. 

 
Motion by Trustee Jerke to recommend to the Village Board the award of contract to 
Parisi Construction of Verona in an amount of $605,865 for the reconstruction of the 
skate park within William McFarland Park including base bid and the contract alternate 
with additional expenses for engineering/construction administration, security, and 
contingency for a total project most in an amount of $714,000 with rejecting the 
alternate for the shade structures. 
Motion rescinded by Trustee Jerke. 
 
Motion by Trustee Jerke, seconded by Lacy to recommend to the Village Board the 
award of contract to Parisi Construction of Verona in an amount of $605,865 for the 
reconstruction of the skate park within William McFarland Park including base bid with 
additional expenses for engineering/construction administration, security, and 
contingency for a total project most in an amount of $714,000.  
Motion rescinded by Trustee Jerke and second rescinded by Lacy. 
 
Motion by Trustee Jerke, seconded by Rupert to recommend to the Village Board the 
award of contract to Parisi Construction of Verona in an amount of $565,865 for the 
reconstruction of the skate park within McFarland Park including base bid with 
additional expenses for engineering/construction administration, security, and 
contingency for a total project cost in an amount of $674,000. Motion carries 7 - 0 - 0. 

  d. Discussion to schedule a park tour 

    Committee members discussed scheduling a park tour. The committee concluded that 
Thursday, May 11, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. will be the date of the next park tour.  

5. SCHEDULE NEXT MEETING DATE. 



 

Page 5 of 5 
 

   
  a. Tuesday, March 7, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. 
     
  b. Tuesday, April 4, 2023 will be rescheduled to Thursday, April 6, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. 
     
  c. Tuesday, July 4, 2023 will be rescheduled to Wednesday, July 5, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. 
     
6. ADJOURNMENT. 

  

Motion by Trustee Jerke, seconded by Rupert, to adjourn at 8:02 p.m. 
 
Pursuant to law, written notice of this meeting was given to the public and posted on the 
public bulletin board in accordance with Open Meetings Law. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Aimee Irwin 
Assistant to the Public Works Director 

 


