
VILLAGE OF MCFARLAND NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
PARKS, RECREATION, 

& NATURAL 
RESOURCES 
COMMITTEE

Thursday, August 26, 2021 6:30 PM McFarland Municipal Center
Community Room

AGENDA
You are invited to this meeting through a Zoom webinar.  The Public is strongly encouraged to watch and 

participate in these meetings remotely through either the webinar or telephone options listed below.

PLEASE CLICK THE LINK BELOW TO JOIN THE ZOOM WEBINAR:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81540025530

Or by Telephone: +1 (312) 626-6799
Webinar ID: 815 4002 5530

  

1. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL.
  

2. PUBLIC APPEARANCES.
 a. This is an opportunity for members of the public to address the Village Board. Please remember this is 

a virtual meeting conducted through the Zoom online meeting platform. Zoom meeting attendees 
wishing to address the board may do so using the Question and Answer feature within the Zoom online 
meeting platform. You may state your name, address, and provide your comments to the board for their 
consideration. Members of the public who are present in person and wish to address the board should 
fill out a public comment form and turn into the meeting chairperson. Members of the public may 
speak during public appearances or during their selected agenda item as they designate on the public 
comment form. Please adhere to the 3-minute time limit. Additionally, you may send your public 
comments to aimee.irwin@mcfarland.wi.usto be included as part of the meeting.

   

  

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES.
 a. Discussion and action regarding the minutes from the Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources 

Committee meeting held on July 22, 2021
   

  

4. BUSINESS.
 a. Discussion and follow up from the Public Information Meeting held regarding the draft master plans 

for William McFarland and Community Parks.
   

 b. Discussion regarding the draft and development of a Park System Capital Improvement Plan.
   

 c. Discussion regarding a plan for goose abatement.
   

 d. Presentation of the Parks Superintendent's monthly report
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5. SCHEDULE NEXT MEETING DATE.
 a. Thursday, September 23, 2021 at 6:30 p.m.
   

  

6. ADJOURNMENT.

This meeting notice constitutes an official meeting of the above referenced group and was posted in accordance with all applicable 
laws related to Open Meetings Law.  It is possible that members of and possibly a quorum of members of other governmental bodies 
of the municipality may be in attendance at the above stated meeting to gather information.  No action will be taken by any 
governmental body at the above stated meeting other than the governmental body specifically referred to above in this notice.  Upon 
reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of disabled individuals.  For additional information or to request this 
service, contact the McFarland Municipal Center at (608) 838-3153 or cassandra.suettinger@mcfarland.wi.us.
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VILLAGE OF MCFARLAND

Parks, Recreation, & Natural Resources Commission Minutes
Thursday, July 22, 2021 - 6:30 PM
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1. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL.

 

Carrie Nelson called the regular meeting of the Parks, Recreation, and Natural Resources 
Committee  to order at 6:30 PM in Community Room.

Members present: John Feldner, Dan Kolk (7 p.m.), Sarah Kuba, David Wilson, Justin 
Rupert, Carrie Nelson
 

Members not present: Darrel Waldera, Katharine Pease
 

Staff Present: Village Administrator Matt Schuenke; Parks Superintendent Sayer Larson, 
clerk Phil McDade. Also, Blake Theisen of Parkitecture + Planning Consultants.

2. PUBLIC APPEARANCES.
 

 a. This is an opportunity for members of the public to address the Village Board. Please 
remember this is a virtual meeting conducted through the Zoom online meeting 
platform. Zoom meeting attendees wishing to address the board may do so using the 
Question and Answer feature within the Zoom online meeting platform. You may state 
your name, address, and provide your comments to the board for their consideration. 
Members of the public who are present in person and wish to address the board should 
fill out a public comment form and turn into the meeting chairperson. Members of the 
public may speak during public appearances or during their selected agenda item as 
they designate on the public comment form. Please adhere to the 3-minute time limit. 
Additionally, you may send your public comments to aimee.irwin@mcfarland.wi.usto be 
included as part of the meeting.

  None
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES.
 

 a. Discussion and action regarding the minutes from the Parks, Recreation and Natural 
Resources Committee meeting held on June 24, 2021.

  

Motion by Rupert, second by Nelson, to  APPROVE OF MINUTES from the Parks, 
Recreation and Natural Resources Committee meeting held on June 24, 2021. Motion 
carries 4-0-1 (Kuba abstaining).

4. BUSINESS.
 

 a. Discussion regarding master plan development at Community Park and William 
McFarland Park

  

Schuenke and Theisen reviewed for the committee the master plan developments for 
both William McFarland Park and Community Park. Some planned improvements at the 
two parks can begin earlier than others, while other improvements need to be phased in 
and integrated with each other, Theisen said, as parts of the features of William 
McFarland Park (primarily soccer fields) are planned to be moved to Community Park. 
Among the first improvements that can be made at William McFarland Park is 
construction of an eight-court pickleball complex, as well as renovating the existing 
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skateboard park. Dirt moving and field leveling could take place first at Community 
Park, along with initial seeding of roughly half the soccer fields. In addition, initial work 
on one of the park's parking lots could begin, Theisen said. Committee members 
discussed plans for a proposed outdoor ice rink at William McFarland Park, seeding 
timelines for the soccer fields at Community Park, and gathering public opinion on the 
park plans. Schuenke suggested the committee host a public information session in 
August to gather opinions on the park plans. The committee took no action on the 
agenda item.

 b. Presentation of the Parks Superintendent's monthly report

  

Larson discussed goose abatement efforts at McDaniel Park, plans to install new mulch 
surfacing at the Cedar Ridge Park playground, and disc golf course development at 
Urso-Schuetz Park. 

5. SCHEDULE NEXT MEETING DATE.
 

 a. Discussion of Hybrid Meetings 2.0.

  

Committee members reviewed the village's Hybrid Meetings 2.0 plan, which will 
involve the majority of village government committee meetings returning to an in-
person format, with options for virtual participation by the public if so desired. The plan, 
approved by the village board, would start August 2. The committee did not take action 
on this agenda item.

 b. Thursday, August 26, 2021 at 6:30 p.m.

  

The committee set its next meeting to be held Thursday, Aug. 26, 2021 and to begin at 
5:30 p.m. with a public information meeting on the William McFarland Park and 
Community Park master plans, to be held at the William McFarland Park shelter, 4820 
Marsh Road. The regular meeting of the committee would follow at 6:30 p.m. or at the 
conclusion of the information meeting.

6. ADJOURNMENT.

 
Rupert motioned, Feldner seconded, to adjourn the meet. Motion approved 5-0. Meeting 
adjourned at 7:31 p.m.
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SUMMARY SHEET

MEETING DATE: Thursday, August 26, 2021
  

SECTION: Business
  

DEPARTMENT: Public Works
  

CONTACT: Matt Schuenke, Village Administrator
  

AGENDA ITEM: Discussion and follow up from the Public Information Meeting held 
regarding the draft master plans for William McFarland and 
Community Parks.

  

PREVIOUS ACTION:
None.
 

ISSUE SUMMARY:
The Public Information Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, August 26th at 5:30 pm via Zoom. 
 We had originally planned for this to be in person but shifted formats back to Zoom given the 
rising case levels.  The intent of that meeting is to present the draft plans to the Public that the 
Committee has been working on to gather feedback.  We included this agenda item during the 
meeting as an opportunity for the Committee to discuss the feedback received as it feels it needs 
to.
 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPACT:
None.
 

VILLAGE PLAN REFERENCE:
None.
 

ORDINANCE REFERENCE:
None.
 

BOARD, COMMISSION OR COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:
No action is needed on this item.  The objective is to allow for discussion of the Committee on 
the comments made and received in the preceding Public Information Meeting.
 

ATTACHMENTS:
None
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SUMMARY SHEET

MEETING DATE: Thursday, August 26, 2021
  

SECTION: Business
  

DEPARTMENT: Public Works
  

CONTACT: Matt Schuenke, Village Administrator
  

AGENDA ITEM: Discussion regarding the draft and development of a Park System 
Capital Improvement Plan.

  

PREVIOUS ACTION:
None.
 

ISSUE SUMMARY:
With the master planning process wrapping up, we wanted to circle back to discuss 
improvements within the park system as a whole in a way to shape how projects come forward 
and when.  There are a number of things large and small that we have worked on over the years 
in which the objective is to discuss how to prioritize this work.  This is an introduction to that 
discussion and it is not our intention to complete this discussion in one meeting.  We'll start by 
looking at 2021 and what is likely on the horizon in 2022 while considering what other major 
and minor projects are out there in future years.  Through the meetings Staff will track this 
discussion and prepare a plan that outlines the progression of these priorities with the ultimate 
objective of working with the Village Board to incorporate this work into the main 5 Year 
Capital Improvement Plan.

Some plans and projects to think about that we've worked on previously:

 McFarland Park Master Plan
 Community Park Master Plan
 Aquatics Plan
 Urso/Schuetz Master Plan
 Pickleball Courts
 Skate Park
 Inclusive Park Plan
 Lake Access Opportunities
 Playground Improvements/Upgrades
 Bathroom Installations
 Trail Development/Network
 Arnold Larson Park Improvements
 Brandt Park Parking Lot
 McDaniel Park Beach Improvements
 Property Acquisitions
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 Dredging Work

This is not meant to be an exhaustive list and there are likely other ideas or issues out there that 
we should consider; however, these are some of the main topics we have worked on or discussed 
in some manner within recent years.  These are also not presented in any particular order, just 
conversation starters on what's out there and what we need to be aware of in our planning efforts 
for the park system.
 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPACT:
None.
 

VILLAGE PLAN REFERENCE:
None.
 

ORDINANCE REFERENCE:
None.
 

BOARD, COMMISSION OR COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:
No action needed on this item.  Presented for discussion.
 

ATTACHMENTS:
None
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SUMMARY SHEET

MEETING DATE: Thursday, August 26, 2021
  

SECTION: Business
  

DEPARTMENT: Public Works
  

CONTACT: Sayer Larson, Parks Superintendent
  

AGENDA ITEM: Discussion regarding a plan for goose abatement.
  

PREVIOUS ACTION:
None.
 

ISSUE SUMMARY:
There was a noticeable increase in the local goose population at McDaniel park this year. At 
times there were over 140 geese in the park. The geese left their mark, which created some 
negative feedback. The feces also created a human health hazard, causing the beach to be closed 
several times. Included in your packet is a publication from the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
– Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, Wildlife Services. This publication is part of a 
wildlife damage management technical series for geese, ducks and coots. This document 
provides several control methods to include in our discussion about possible control measures to 
take place in 2022.
 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPACT:
None.
 

VILLAGE PLAN REFERENCE:
None.
 

ORDINANCE REFERENCE:
None
 

BOARD, COMMISSION OR COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:
None.
 

ATTACHMENTS:
1. WS Waterfowl Management Publication 2016

Page 8 of 33



Page 9 of 33



Page 10 of 33



Page 11 of 33



Page 12 of 33



Page 13 of 33



Page 14 of 33



Page 15 of 33



Page 16 of 33



Page 17 of 33



Page 18 of 33



Page 19 of 33



Page 20 of 33



Page 21 of 33



Page 22 of 33



Page 23 of 33



Page 24 of 33



Page 25 of 33



Page 26 of 33



Page 27 of 33



Page 28 of 33



Page 29 of 33



Page 30 of 33



SUMMARY SHEET

MEETING DATE: Thursday, August 26, 2021
  

SECTION: Staff Reports
  

DEPARTMENT: Public Works
  

CONTACT:
  

AGENDA ITEM: Presentation of the Parks Superintendent's monthly report
  

PREVIOUS ACTION:
 

ISSUE SUMMARY:
 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPACT:
 

VILLAGE PLAN REFERENCE:
 

ORDINANCE REFERENCE:
 

BOARD, COMMISSION OR COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:
 

ATTACHMENTS:
1. PARKS REPORT AUG2021
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PARKS, RECREATION & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE

August 26,2021

Parks Superintendent Report - August 2021

The following is information concerning events and activities of the Parks Department for the previous 
month. This information is provided in brief to provide an overview of the highlights.

Maintenance Operations

Mowing operations, facility maintenance, event preparations are primary functions.

Beach Monitoring

Beach has been closed since July 26th due to Blue-green Algae

Goose Abatement

Update. The goose population at McDaniel has dwindled down to a few daily.

Cedar Ridge Park

Mulch has been replaced. Equipment adjusted to meet safety standards. Adjustment to be made to spring 
rocker as mulch settles.

Parks Master Signs

Installation of second phase of master signs almost complete.

Volunteering Parks

Katie Gletty-Syoen created a sign up for volunteer opportunities to assist with playground maintenance. 
Volunteers assisting with vegetation control and trash pick-up throughout park system.

Working with local boy scout in creating an eagle scout project at McDaniel park.

Sustain Dane

Meeting with Lorenza Z. of Sustain Dane at McDaniel park. Project area seems to be a good fit, also provided 
additional locations.

Dog Park Expansion / Disc Golf Update

Dog park expansion update – fence installed, staying closed to allow grass more time to establish.

Disc golf update – Concrete pads installed, grading and seeding around pads to follow. Currently removing 
dead and down trees in the wooded section.

Facility Update

McDaniel sanitary issue resolved – restrooms opened. New mask requirements posted at facilities.

Construction Update

Contractor working through final corrections – parts have been an issue.
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Meetings/Trainings/Seminars

Attending virtual WPRA and other local parks meetings as time permits. Signed up for WiDNR’s CMTI 
program.
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