
VILLAGE OF MCFARLAND NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
PUBLIC SAFETY 

COMMITTEE
Wednesday, July 14, 2021 6:30 PM McFarland Municipal Center

Community Room

AGENDA
You are invited to this meeting through a Zoom webinar.  The Public is strongly encouraged to watch and 

participate in these meetings remotely through either the webinar or telephone options listed below.

PLEASE CLICK THE LINK BELOW TO JOIN THE ZOOM WEBINAR:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89745384428

Or by Telephone: +1 (312) 626-6799
Webinar ID: 897 4538 4428

  

1. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL.
  

2. PUBLIC APPEARANCES.
  

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES.
 a. Approve the minutes from the 6/9/2021 PSC Meeting.
   

  

4. BUSINESS.
 a. Staff Reports
   

 1) Fire and Rescue Department
   

 2) Police Department
   

 b. Discussion and recommendation on an application from Nora Bird and Nick Hougas, for a permit to 
operate a tourist rooming house at 4514 Wisconsin Ave.

   

 c. Discussion and recommendation on an Event Permit for Karben 4 to hold a Pop-Up Biergarten event in 
McDaniel Park on July 31, August 21 and September 18, 2021 and a request for a variance to allow 
minors to be present where alcohol is served.

   

 d. Review, discussion, and possible action on Village Ordinance Section 26-80 Open Burning.
   

  

5. SCHEDULE NEXT MEETING DATE.
 a. Discussion of Hybrid Meetings 2.0.
   

  

6. ADJOURNMENT.
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This meeting notice constitutes an official meeting of the above referenced group and was posted in accordance with all applicable 
laws related to Open Meetings Law.  It is possible that members of and possibly a quorum of members of other governmental bodies 
of the municipality may be in attendance at the above stated meeting to gather information.  No action will be taken by any 
governmental body at the above stated meeting other than the governmental body specifically referred to above in this notice.  Upon 
reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of disabled individuals.  For additional information or to request this 
service, contact the McFarland Municipal Center at (608) 838-3153 or cassandra.suettinger@mcfarland.wi.us.
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VILLAGE OF MCFARLAND

Public Safety Committee Minutes
Wednesday, June 9, 2021 - 6:30 PM
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1. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL.

 

Chairperson Stephanie Brassington called the regular meeting of the Public Safety 
Committee to order at 6:30 PM in the Community Room. 
Members present: Stephanie Brassington, Sandy Bakk, Shannon Morrison, Dottie Olson, 
Rich Staley (joined at 6:40 pm), Edward Wreh (joined at 7:07 pm)
 

Members not present: None
 

Staff Present: Police Chief Aaron Chapin, Fire Chief Chris Dennis, Deputy Clerk Tanya 
O'Malley

2. PUBLIC APPEARANCES.

 

Bill Burse appeared to voice concerns regarding burning permits and having smoke coming 
into his home every spring. He also voiced concerns about the Ash wood having been 
treated. He is working with the fire department on solutions, but suggested the promotion of 
more gas fire pits. Chairperson Stephanie Brassington thanked him for bringing the issue to 
the committee's attention and will get it on the appropriate committee and agenda for the 
future.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES.
 

 a. Approve the minutes from the 4/13/2021 PSC Meeting.

  

Motion by Village Trustee Stephanie Brassington, second by Member Sandy Bakk, to 
approve Approve the minutes from the 4/13/2021 PSC Meeting. Motion carries 4 - 0 - 0 
by acclamation. 

4. BUSINESS.
 

 a. Welcome Police Chief Aaron Chapin
  Chairperson Stephanie welcomed Police Chief Aaron Chapin and to the meeting.
 b. Staff Reports
  

 1) Fire and Rescue Department
  Fire Chief Chris Dennis reviewed the monthly reports for April and May.
 2) Police Department
  Police Chief Aaron Chapin reviewed the monthly reports for April and May. 
 c. Discussion and recommendation to the Village Board on an application from the 

McFarland Youth Hockey Association for a Temporary Class B license for fermented 
malt beverages and wine for the Draft Experience Adult Hockey Tournament to be held 
on June 26-27, 2021.

  

Meghan Rapp was present to represent McFarland Youth Hockey. Police Chief Chapin 
reviewed his concerns regarding the event as well as the mitigation strategies the 
McFarland Youth Hockey Administration will implement. Meghan Rapp was present to 
represent the McFarland Youth Hockey Association. 
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Motion by Village Trustee Stephanie Brassington, second by Member Shannon 
Morrison, to recommend approval to the Village Board on an application from the 
McFarland Youth Hockey Association for a Temporary Class B license for fermented 
malt beverages and wine for the Draft Experience Adult Hockey Tournament to be held 
on June 25-27, 2021, with a variance to allow the sale of alcohol where minors are 
present. Motion carries 6 - 0 - 0 by acclamation.

 d. License Hearing -
  

 1) Conduct hearing on the recommendation from Chief Chapin to deny the issuance of an 
operator's license for Allyson Donohue for the period ending June 30, 2022.

  

A hearing on the recommendation to deny the issuance of an Alcohol Beverage 
Operator’s License for Allyson Donohue was conducted at 7:10 p.m. by the Public 
Safety Committee on June 9, 2021 in the Community Room of the McFarland 
Municipal Center, 5915 Milwaukee Street, McFarland, Wisconsin.  The hearing was 
conducted per McFarland Village Ordinance 11-67(d).  Public Safety Committee 
members present were Member Sandy Bakk, Village Trustee Stephanie Brassington, 
Member Shannon Morrison, Member Dottie Olson, Member Rich Staley, and Village 
Trustee Edward Wreh.  Staff present were Police Chief Aaron Chapin and Deputy Clerk 
Tanya O'Malley. Others present were applicant Allyson Donohue and Nathanael 
Romick.
 
Administrative Assistant Reimer swore in Chief Chapin, who presented the following 
testimony:

The police department conducted a background check for the purpose of issuing an 
operator's license to Allyson Donohue. Part of the check is to look at driver's license 
convictions and criminal records that would be substantially connected to serving or sale 
of alcohol. On the driver's license check there was a conviction for an OWI occurring on 
October 23, 2019, and also a conviction for an OWI occurring on January 18, 2017. 
Both fall within the past five years. Chief Chapin explained Village Policy Ordinance 
11-74(c)(3) and explained based on the past practice of the Village and the Village 
ordinance, it requires the police department recommend denial of the operator's license.
 
Administrative Assistant Reimer swore in Allyson Donohue, who provided the 
following testimony:  
 
Allyson Donohue explained the things she has been doing to change her lifestyle and 
submitted paperwork showing her alcohol assessment completion. She has held an 
operator's license in Cottage Grove for the past 18 months without any problems and 
was approved the previous night for a Fitchburg operator's license. She explained the 
ignition interlock device on her car and wanting to keep it long-term to make sure this 
never happens again. 
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Administrative Assistant swore in Nathanael Romick, who provided the following 
testimony:

Allyson's been working for them the last 18 months and she's done great. There've been 
no issues with underage selling. They get occasional cigarette stings, and there have 
been no issues with that.

The hearing was closed at 7:27 p.m.

The Committee proceeded with discussion on a recommendation.
 

 2) Discussion and recommendation on the operator's license for Allyson Donohue for the 
period ending June 30, 2022.

  

The committee discussed the possible contingencies to put in place for the approval of 
the operator's license.

Motion by Village Trustee Stephanie Brassington, second by Edward Wreh, to 
recommend approval to the Village Board on the operator's license for Allyson Donohue 
for the period ending June 30, 2022, with the stipulation of conducting quarterly records 
checks to ensure there are no violations of any offenses that would be cause for 
recommendation of denial until the offense in question is outside of the five year time 
frame, and there is no other reason policy would would prohibit denial of license. If any 
violation is found, a revocation process would begin. Motion carries 6 - 0 - 0 by 
acclamation.

 e. Discussion and recommendation Resolution 2021-13: a resolution approving the 
renewal of applications for liquor and fermented malt beverages licenses for 2021-2022.

  

Deputy Clerk O'Malley explained that alcohol licenses expire June 30 every year. 
Compliance and background inspections were done on every business, and all passed the 
background checks.

Motion by Village Trustee Stephanie Brassington, second by Member Dottie Olson, to 
recommend approval to the Village Board of Resolution 2021-13: a resolution 
approving the renewal of applications for liquor and fermented malt beverages licenses 
for 2021-2022. Motion carries 6 - 0 - 0 by acclamation.

 f. Review and discussion of the availability/accessibility of use of the hardship process and 
policy for ambulance billing for the Fire & Rescue Department.

  
Fire Chief Dennis reviewed the hardship process, and the group discussed the timeline 
for waivers. PSC will take action on this process at the next meeting.

5. SCHEDULE NEXT MEETING DATE.
 The next Public Safety Meeting will be 7/14/21 at 6:30 p.m. 

Page 5 of 49



Page 4 of 4

6. ADJOURNMENT.

 

Motion by Member Shannon Morrison, second by Edward Wreh, to adjourn at 7:50 p.m.

Pursuant to law, written notice of this meeting was given to the public and posted on the 
public bulletin boards in accordance with Open Meetings Law.

Respectfully submitted,
Tricia Reimer
Administrative Assistant
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Department Report 
For June 2021 Activity 

 

• Operations 
o We are in the process of moving our training records, payroll, and 

assessment management to ESO Solutions.  We are beginning the 
process to move scheduling to ESO Solutions to aid in payroll.  The 
process has been time consuming, but we are seeing future efficiencies 
of the software and improved tracking. 

o We are continuing to utilize our duty officer to assist on most medical 
calls.  We will be attempting to increase our paid-on-call EMT staff to 
attempt more three-person crews and reduce the reliance on the duty 
officer position to avoid burnout for our duty officers.  We are planning 
a paid-on-call EMT recruitment drive. 

o We have been working with a citizen concerned about burning in firepits 
and campfires in the Village.  We are completing research on burning 
regulations in place with other Villages and Cities within Dane County.  
We are also working with the Village Attorney to determine if the Village 
can regulate Babcock County Park. 

o We have been invited to send two individuals to the Flints Hills Pine 
Bend Refinery in Rosemount, Minnesota.  We will receive a stipend to 
cover the cost of the lodging and travel expenses for the individuals.  
We have Division Chief Brian Molenaar and Acting Officer John 
Venturino selected to attend.   
 

• COVID-19 Precautions 
o The following initiatives were implemented and continue: 

 We have closed the Fire & Rescue area to non-essential people, 
including Village and department staff.     

 Daily cleaning within the Fire & Rescue area for high contact and 
high traffic areas. 

McFarland Fire & Rescue Department 

5915 Milwaukee Street • PO Box 110 • McFarland, WI 53558-0110 

(608) 838-3278 • Fax: (608) 838-3619  

Emergency: 911 
 

MFR 1 of 12
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 Shift changes are performed with social distancing and are 
required to be completed in ten minutes or less. 

 The Engines, Squad, and Ladder are only staffed with four 
firefighters.   

 Social distancing is used among staff during the day. 
 We have transitioned back to surgical masks, and safety glasses 

being utilized on every medical call.  Surgical masks or face 
coverings are used performing fire inspections and interacting 
with the public. 

 N95 masks, isolation gowns, and safety glasses are used on any 
patient contact tested positive, suspected of COVID-19, or a 
higher risk procedure is performed (nebulizer, high flow oxygen, 
CPAP, CPR, etc.). 

• Personnel 
o Current Staffing Levels 

 Full-time Fire & Rescue Chief – 1 
 Full-time Administrative Captain – 1  
 Full-time Fire Inspector/Public Education Specialist – 1 
 Full-time EMTs – 4 (2 vacancies) 
 Full-time Confidential Administrative Assistant – 1 (50%)   
 Paid-On-Call – 49 (10 EMTs (1 on medical leave), 21 Firefighters 

(1 Active Retired), 8 EMR/Firefighter, & 10 EMT/Firefighters)  
 Total Staffing Level – 57 

o We are pleased to announce that Mackenzie Frie will be starting on July 
12 as our newest 24-Hour Career EMT.  Mackenzie has been working 
with Brooklyn EMS in 0.75 FTE capacity and volunteering with Green 
County EMS and Juda Fire Department.  We are also please to be 
getting close to completing background for our other 24-Hour EMT 
vacancy.   

o We must express considerable gratitude to our paid-on-call 
EMTs/EMRs, Fire Inspector and Administrative Captain for pitching and 
helping to keep our ambulance in service.  Our overtime during the first 
part of 2021 has been able to be kept low considering we have two 
career staff vacancies.  June, July, and August we will see higher than 
normal overtime because paid-on-call staff is not able to maintain the 
high levels they have been.  

o We do have three applicants for paid-on-call and will be interviewing 
them soon. 

MFR 2 of 12
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• Budget 

o 2021 Budget capital purchasing has not been started beyond the ladder 
truck. 

o We have purchased 275 gallons of PFAS free and green screen certified 
alcohol resistant class B foam with funds from Flint Hills Resources.  
We still need to purchase 385 gallons of foam to complete filling the 
foam trailer/tender.  We are hoping to make some of that purchase in 
2021 and the remainder in 2022.  
 

Inspection/Prevention Activity   Completed Year to Date Total  
Building Inspections 49 148 
Fire Code Violations Identified 10 43 
Re-inspections Completed 0 7 
Corrections Noted 1 15 
Building Plan Reviews 0 9 
Development Reviews 0 11 
Acceptance Test/site visits 2 22 
Fire Drills 0 0 
AHA-CPR Classes 2 17 
AHA Attendance Total 12 67 
Public Education 0 2 
Public Education Attendance  0 3 
Home Prevention Installations 0 0 

 
We are beginning to catch up on inspections and plan to make considerable gain in 
August and more in September when career staffing returns to authorized levels.  
 
 
Apparatus & Equipment 

o We have completed hose and nozzle testing by our third-party vendor.  
We did experience issues with weather that required the testing to be 
stopped on the first day and had to completed on a second day.  We 
had about a dozen lengths fail testing due to a variety of issues.  We 
will be evaluating the reasons and comparing to the age of the hose 
inventory to complete repairs or replacement.  We have a considerable 
amount of hose from the mid-nineties due to a massive replacement 
that occurred at that time.  The department would replace the hose with 

MFR 3 of 12
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a fire truck before the nineties keeping the hose at a 20-year life cycle. 
In the nineties, the usage of hose changed, and departments began 
having spare hose which changed the replacement plans. We are 
attempting to place hose back on a similar 20-year cycle.   

o 2015 Tanker (Tender 6) the rear tank dump valve is still experiencing 
issues, and the manufacturer is developing a solution with adding 
additional position switches and solenoids.  We are awaiting our vendor 
to receive parts to adjust.  It is operating but not in proper sequence. 

o 2019 Pumper (Engine 2) is experiencing an issue with the Compressed 
Air Foam (CAF) system's air compressor.  The thermostat was 
replaced, and the operation improved, but we have experienced a 
recurrence.  The system is scheduled for further evaluation in May.   

o 2005 Pumper (Engine 1)  
 Is having new pump panel gauges installed. The current gauges 

cracked due to the overhead heating in the apparatus bay.  The 
installation is taking some time as Assistant Chief Reiter is 
performing the repair for cost savings. 

 We have been experiencing a leak on the truck and are 
attempting to confirm if it is fuel filter or steering gear boxes.  
The fuel filter will be replaced, and the situation monitored. 

o 2000 Heavy Rescue (Squad 5) developed a substantial leak on 
transmission.  The Village Mechanic reviewed the leak and determined 
not to repair due to the truck being removed from service soon.   

o The new Utility Truck construction is progressing.  It is planned to be 
shipped from Florida to Wisconsin in July.  It will require work at the 
Dealership for about one-month moving equipment from the Heavy 
Rescue. 

o The replacement aerial has been placed on order with the idle reduction 
option as recommended by the sustainability committee.  We are 
waiting to have an updated build and delivery schedule.  

MFR 4 of 12
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June 2021
Monthly Report

McFarland Police Department
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McFarland Police Department

Calls for Service

The Department had 655 calls for service in June 2021 compared to 532 in 2020.   The Department 
call volume is continuing to climb to similar call volume prior to the COVID pandemic.

Cases of Interest:

6/22/2021 – Officers observed two vehicles racing on Highway 51.  One of the vehicles failed to stop 
for officers.  After a short pursuit that was terminated, the vehicle was located approaching 
Stoughton, tire deflation devices were deployed, and the vehicle eventually stopped.  The 13-year-old 
driver was arrested for fleeing/eluding police and operating motor vehicle without owner’s consent.

6/26/2021 – Officers conducted a traffic stop for a vehicle speeding, 98 mph in 55 mph zone.  After 
investigation, the driver was arrested for Operating While Intoxicated 3rd with Passenger Under 16, 
Reckless Driving/Endangering Safety, Possess Open Intoxicants in Motor Vehicle.  The driver provided 
a breath sample, resulting 0.19.  

Staffing Report

The Department is currently operating three positions (Two Officers and Sergeant) short.  Police 
Officer recruitment is underway with the Police and Fire Commission interviews and Chief of Police 
Interviews conducted in June.  Three conditional offers were extended to candidates, contingent on 
background investigation, psychological and medical exams.  The Sergeant candidates completed the 
written test and outside panel interviews in June.  Police and Fire Commission interviews are 
scheduled in July.

Training Report

COVID has made it difficult to get officers to training due to facilities being closed for in-person 
training.  Emergency Vehicle Operations and Control in-service was scheduled for May and June.  Two 
training dates were completed in June.

- Officer Craft and Officer Zietsma attended a UAS (drone) training in Black River Falls.
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- Department In-Service was completed in June.  The trainings began in May to obtain required 
training in Emergency Vehicle Operations and Control.

Officer Complaints/Compliments

Officer Complaints – Officer complaints can be submitted using the online procedure found on the 
Departments web page or also by calling the Police Department and asking to talk to a supervisor.

- No Complaints were received in June 2021.

Officer Compliments - Officer compliments can be submitted using the online form found on the 
Departments web page, by submitting an email to the Department, or by calling the Police 
Department and asking to talk to a supervisor. 

- No Compliments were received in June 2021.

Use of Force Incidents

The Department wishes to operate in a more transparent way so a section on Use of Force Incidents 
will be added to the monthly report.  The Department categorizes a reportable Use of Force Incident 
as anytime a firearm or ECD is used or displayed, or any other force is used that is at or above a 
compliance hold as outlined in the Intervention Options issued by the State standards.  

All reportable Use of Force Incidents are reviewed by a supervisor which consists of reading reports 
and watching body camera or squad video of the incident.  The supervisor is checking for compliance 
with policy, training, and acceptable standards issued by the State.  If a problem is identified, the 
officer could be disciplined, counseled, and/or mandatory re-training will be ordered.  Incidents last 
month were:

- 2021-204321 Domestic Disturbance – Officers were dispatched to a domestic disturbance.  
One of the subjects was argumentative and not following orders to exit the residence.  The 
subject started resisting and pulling away from officers when they attempt an escort hold.  
The subject was stabilized on the ground and handcuffed.  

- 2021-232071 Fleeing – Officers attempted to conduct a traffic stop; the driver fled in the 
vehicle.  Stoughton Police were able to successfully deploy tire deflation devices.  Shortly after 
the vehicle stopped in Stoughton and a high-risk stop was conducted.  Officers displayed their 
firearms at the vehicle but were not used during the high-risk traffic stop.  Three juveniles 
were taken into custody.
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SUMMARY SHEET

MEETING DATE: Wednesday, July 14, 2021
  

SECTION: Business
  

DEPARTMENT: Administration
  

CONTACT: Cassandra Suettinger, Village Clerk/Treasurer
  

AGENDA ITEM: Discussion and recommendation on an application from Nora Bird 
and Nick Hougas, for a permit to operate a tourist rooming house at 
4514 Wisconsin Ave.

  

PREVIOUS ACTION:
N/A
 

ISSUE SUMMARY:
The Village received an application to license a tourist rooming house at 4514 Wisconsin 
Avenue for the period ending June 30, 2022. The application is complete and is forwarded to the 
Public Safety Committee for review. All property owners within 300 feet were notified of the 
date and time of the meeting and noticed of their opportunity to provide input on the request. 
The ordinance provides if the PSC committee determines that the application meets the 
requirements of the article it shall be forwarded to the Village Board for approval.
 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPACT:
Permitting Revenue
 

VILLAGE PLAN REFERENCE:
N/A
 

ORDINANCE REFERENCE:
Chapter 11, Article XI - Tourist Rooming Houses
 

BOARD, COMMISSION OR COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:
Staff has reviewed the application and found it to be complete. As is required by the ordinance, 
staff recommends approval of the issuance of a tourist rooming house permit for Nora Bird and 
Nick Hougas to operate at 4514 Wisconsin Avenue.
 

ATTACHMENTS:
1. 4514 Wisconsin Ave Application
2. 4514 Wisconsin Ave Compliance Inspections
3. TRH Feedback - Crowley
4. TRH Feedback - Bina
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Cassandra Suettinger

From: Therese Crowley <packerfan1968@yahoo.com>
Sent: Friday, July 9, 2021 12:23 AM
To: Cassandra Suettinger
Subject: Tourist rooming house 4514 Wisconsin Ave

I am opposed to a tourist rooming house at this location. This is a very small and family oriented neighborhood. I have 
concerns regarding parking, traffic, noise, and privacy. I am not opposed to it being a rental, however, a short term 
rental of this nature and size will not attract people that will be mindful of the narrow streets, people walking 
children/pets, or the noise level where properties are quite close together.  
Thank you,  
Therese Crowley  
5209 Card St 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Cassandra Suettinger

From: Tom Bina <bina.tom@yahoo.com>
Sent: Friday, July 9, 2021 9:25 AM
To: Cassandra Suettinger
Subject: Proposed Tourist Rooming House Comments

 

 

 
 
Dear Public Safety Committee, 
 
Thank you for sending us the notice regarding the attempted tourist rooming house permit for 
the property at 4514 Wisconsin Avenue.  I will be attending the Public Safety Committee review 
meeting on July 14th, but also felt the need to get our family’s concerns over to you prior to the 
meeting. Ultimately, this housing permit could affect our family the most because this rental 
home is right in our backyard. 
 
Our family moved to McFarland this January and we chose our new home for many 
reasons.  The biggest selling point for us was that this is a family oriented neighborhood.  With 
this potential rental property being a 480 square foot, one bedroom house, there will not be 
families staying at this home.  The rental will also not likely attract anyone looking to visit 
Madison because of the hundreds of Airbnb and hotel options with closer proximity and similar 
pricing.  There are currently two larger homes in McFarland that are being rented out as 
Airbnb’s, with both of them being directly on the lake. Our neighbors and my family are 
concerned for the types of short-term renters this residential housing would attract. Which leads 
me to our concern about safety. 
 
My wife and I have a two-year-old daughter and a two-week-old daughter so safety was at the 
top of our priority list when choosing our home. Having a short-term rental is a safety concern 
because Airbnb is very clear that the background checks they perform “have several limitations” 
and do not capture full criminal history for guests.  Also, anyone staying with the guest does not 
receive a background check. Airbnb has known issues regarding safety, along with concerns in 
disrupting the order of neighborhoods and communities. The increased safety risk to my family 
makes this reason enough to not allow this permitting. 
 
Our backyard runs right into the backyard of 4514 Wisconsin Avenue with no clear lot line or 
privacy fence, as the property was recently separated from one into two (see attached picture 
from our yard for reference).  This was not a concern to us when we initially moved here in 
January because we assumed we would have a neighbor that we would get to know.  However, 
the thought of having our young girls and neighborhood kids playing out in the yard with a 
different stranger staying there every week is scary.  With this being a 480 square foot tiny 
home, guests will most likely want to get out of the small space and utilize the backyard fire pit, 
which is roughly 20’ from our lot line.  This means that we will constantly have strangers within 
10-20’ of our home where my kids like to play.  The Public Safety Committee can’t possibly find 
this safe without a privacy fence to keep our children safe. And we'd ask that if for some reason 
the permit is allowed, the rental property put up a privacy fence to clearly separate the 
properties. Additionally, this Airbnb listed as ‘Pet Friendly’, which we are not ok with, especially 
without a fence.  We have already had issues with Nora having her dog off-leash and letting it 
run up to my two year old and lick her face, which scared her. Their dog has also ran around our 
yard off-leash and peed in several locations. If Nora can’t control her own dog, I don’t expect her 
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to be able to enforce anything with her guests.  Nora also mentions on her Airbnb posting that 
“the blue house behind us has a dog that is not friendly with other dogs.”, which refers to 
us.  We do not want her posting anything about our house, family, or dog, especially when we 
only want people to abide by local ordinances, such as leash laws. 
 
Our neighborhood and household turn in for the night quite early. Our bedroom windows face 
the backyard and we are definitely concerned that there will be a significant amount of noise 
coming from the bonfire area in close proximity to us and the surrounding neighbors.  I also fear 
that there will be alcohol consumption around the bonfire and people could find their way into 
our yard without a privacy fence, or it could lead to public intoxication. We have many concerns 
with strangers and travelers not following local safety ordinances. 
 
All in all, this is a family neighborhood.  This 1 bedroom Airbnb would not attract the type of 
people we want in our community or in my backyard. The safety concerns and the risks for my 
family are too great for the Public Safety Committee to approve this permitting.  I know that 
everyone in our neighborhood would be more accepting of a long-term rental at this home, but 
the short-term model will not work. Our close-knit neighbors have expressed similar concerns 
around having a one-bedroom tourist rental among all of our family homes and hopefully you 
receive their concerns in addition to ours. 
 
 
I hope that you can hear our concerns about granting the permit. We appreciate that the Village 
of McFarland focuses on maintaining and enhancing the quality of life of the community and feel 
this tourist housing permit would not align with those values for our neighborhood. 
 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration on such an important decision for the safety and 
cohesion of our family's home and neighborhood. We look forward to hearing the Committee's 
decision and hope it's in favor of the safety and condition of our neighborhood. 
 
 
Tom and Katie Bina  
 
 
Attachment: Picture from our yard (that goes up to the tree line) into neighbor's property. 
 
 
Sent from Yahoo Mail. Get the app 
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SUMMARY SHEET

MEETING DATE: Wednesday, July 14, 2021
  

SECTION: Business
  

DEPARTMENT: Administration
  

CONTACT:
Cassandra Suettinger, Village Clerk/Treasurer, Aaron Chapin, Police 
Chief, Jim Hessling, Public Works Director, Chris Dennis, Fire/Rescue 
Chief

  

AGENDA ITEM: Discussion and recommendation on an Event Permit for Karben 4 to 
hold a Pop-Up Biergarten event in McDaniel Park on July 31, August 
21 and September 18, 2021 and a request for a variance to allow 
minors to be present where alcohol is served.

  

PREVIOUS ACTION:
N/A
 

ISSUE SUMMARY:
Attached is an application from Karben 4 for an event permit to operate a Pop-Up Biergarten 
event at McDaniel Park on July 31st, August 21st, and September 18, 2021. The event would 
take place in the newly constructed shelter at McDaniel Park. Included in the event would be 
sale of beer by Karben 4, food from various vendors including Chocolate Shoppe ice cream and 
local food carts. The event would additional include acoustic music as entertainment and lawn 
games for all ages. Attached are recommendations from Police, Fire/EMS and Public Works 
regarding the event.
 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPACT:
Permitting Revenue
 

VILLAGE PLAN REFERENCE:
N/A
 

ORDINANCE REFERENCE:
Chapter 36 - Events Requiring a Permit
 

BOARD, COMMISSION OR COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends approval of an event permit for Karben4 to hold a Pop-up Biergarten event in 
McDaniel Park on July 31st, August 21st, and September 18, 2021 with the requirements 
contained in Chief Chapin's letter July 8, 2021 and to recommend approval of a variance to 
allow minors to be present where alcohol is served.
 

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Chapin Approval Letter - Karben4 Event - 07.08.2021
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2. Karben4 Pop up Biergarten June 2021 letter approval
3. 20210616 Karben 4
4. Kareben 4 Event Permit Application - July PSC
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5915 Milwaukee St, McFarland, WI 53558 | 608.838.3151 | 
www.mcfarland.wi.us/police

Aaron P. Chapin | Chief of Police

DATE:  July 8, 2021

TO:  McFarland Village Board

FROM:  Aaron P. Chapin, Chief of Police

REFERENCE:  Recommendation of Approval

I have reviewed the special event license application for the K4 Pop-Up Biergarten Event to be held July 
31, August 21, and September 18 in McDaniel Park.  I am recommending approval of the application, as 
well as the request to allow minors to be present where alcohol is sold with the stipulation that the 
event coordinators provide proper carding of those purchasing alcohol utilizing a wrist banding system.

Security personnel will not be required.  There will be no band, DJ or live music entertainment.  

The organization will be carding at the point of sale to prevent underage persons from purchasing 
alcohol.  

Respectfully,

Aaron P. Chapin
Chief of Police
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www.mcfarland.wi.us | 5915 Milwaukee St, McFarland, WI 53558 | 

608.838.3153 

 
 
 
June 16, 2021 
 
 
 
RE: Karben4 Brewing Pop-up Biergarten 
 
 
The Public Works Department does not have any conditions or issues with the Karben4 Brewing 
biergarten as presented at McDaniel Park for the following dates: 
 

 July 31, 2021 

 August 21, 2021 
 September 18, 2021 

 
 
I wish them well with their event. 
 
 
Regards, 
 
 

 
Jim Hessling 
Director of Public Works 
 
 
 
 
h:\karben4 pop up biergarten june 2021 letter approval.docx 
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Proudly Serving the Communities of McFarland, Town of Dunn & Town of Pleasant Springs 

McFarland Fire & Rescue Department 
5915 Milwaukee Street • PO Box 110 • McFarland, WI 53558-0110 
(608) 838-3278 • Fax: (608) 838-3619  

Emergency: 911 
  

 

 
 
 
 
June 16, 2021 
 
Re: Event Permit Review – K4 Pop-Up Biergarten 
 
I have reviewed the submitted event application by Meena DeFilippis, Karben4 Brewing, 
LLC. for the K4 Pop-Up Biergarten Event on July 31, 2021, August 21, 2021, September 
18, 2021, located at McDaniel Park in the Village.   
 
The application has provided the requirements needed for the review of the Fire & 
Rescue Department.  
 
It is recommended to approve the permit to require the event organizers to ensure 
traffic lanes are not blocked or reduced by the event, including staff, vehicles, and 
equipment.  McDaniel Park and has limited access, with McDaniel Lane being the only 
access for emergency vehicles.   Additionally, McDaniel Lane serves as the access for 
the Lower Yahara River Trail Boardwalk. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Christopher C. Dennis, Chief 
Fire & Rescue Department 
Village of McFarland 
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SUMMARY SHEET

MEETING DATE: Wednesday, July 14, 2021
  

SECTION: Business
  

DEPARTMENT: Fire/EMS
  

CONTACT:
  

AGENDA ITEM: Review, discussion, and possible action on Village Ordinance Section 
26-80 Open Burning.

  

PREVIOUS ACTION:
 

ISSUE SUMMARY:
The Fire & Rescue Department has received a request from a resident to revise the open burning 
ordinance to restrict the usage of campfires and firepits.  The resident did speak to the Public 
Safety Committee at the June 9, 2021 meeting about their concerns.  The Fire & Rescue 
Department had been working with the individual to identify burning that had not complied with 
the current ordinance.  During the process of identifying the sources of irritating smoke, it was 
noted that campfires and firepits are permitted to burn untreated firewood, and those fires are 
causing further concern.  One possible reoccurring location that has been identified is the 
Babcock Campground located on Highway 51 at Burma Road.  

The Fire & Rescue Department completed a review of the burning ordinances in Dane County 
with respect to campfires, fire pits, and outdoor fireplaces.  The results are included in the 
packet for reference.  In general, the Village has similar ordinances to the majority of the 
municipalities in Dane County.  The current ordinance is also attached for reference.  The 
Village attorney was consulted about regulating the burning at Babcock County Park and the 
Village would not have the power to regulate conduct within county parks.  

Two possible revisions have been recommended by the resident.  One is to restrict campfires 
and firepits to be LP or natural gas-fueled only.  The other recommendation being to restrict the 
usage to the second and fourth weekends similar to the current permitted open burning.
 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPACT:
 

VILLAGE PLAN REFERENCE:
 

ORDINANCE REFERENCE:
Section 26-80
 

BOARD, COMMISSION OR COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:
 

ATTACHMENTS:
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1. McFarland Ordinances 26-80
2. 20210702 Dane County Municiple Burning Ordinace Comparable
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Municipality Days/Hours

Distance 

Separation Type of Container

Permitted Starting 

Fuel

Cover/Spark 

Arrester Minimum Age

Suppression 

Available Size

Attendance 

Required

Belleville Not Specified Not Specified Not Specified Not Specified Not Specified 18 years Required Not Specified Not Specified

Black Earth Not Specified Not Specified Not Specified Not Specified Not Specified Not Specified Not Specified Not Specified Not Specified

Blue Mounds Not Specified Not Specified Commercial/Mason Cardboard Not Specified Not Specified Not Specified Not Specified Yes

Brooklyn Not Specified 10 feet Commercial/Mason Not Specified Not Specified Not Specified Required 4 feet diameter Yes

Cambridge Not Specified 15 feet Commercial/Mason Not Specified Not Specified 16 years Required 4 feet diameter Yes

Cottage Grove Not Specified 12 Feet Commercial/Mason Not Specified Not Specified Not Specified Not Specified Not Specified Not Specified

Cross Plains Not Specified 15 feet Commercial/Mason Not Specified Yes Not Specified Required 3 feet diameter Yes

Dane  Not Specified Not Specified Not Specified Not Specified Not Specified Not Specified Required Not Specified Not Specified

Deforest Not Specified 15 or 25 feet Commercial/Mason Not Specified Not Specified Not Specified Required 3 feet diameter Yes

Fitchburg Not Specified 25 feet Commercial/Mason Not Specified Not Specified Not Specified Required Not Specified Yes

Madison Not Specified 15 feet Commercial/Mason LP gas Yes Not Specified Required Not Specified Yes

Marshall Not Specified 15 feet Commercial/Mason Not Specified Not Specified 18 years Required Not Specified Yes

Mazomanie Not Specified Not Specified Commercial/Mason Not Specified Not Specified Not Specified Not Specified Not Specified Not Specified

McFarland Not Specified 10 feet Commercial/Mason Not Specified Yes 18 years Not Specified Not Specified Yes

Middleton Not Specified 15 feet Commercial/Mason Not Specified Yes 18 years Required Not Specified Yes

Mt. Horeb Not Specified 10 feet Commercial/Mason Not Specified Yes 18 years Required Not Specified Yes

Oregon Not Specified 15 feet Commercial/Mason Not Specified Yes 18 years Required Not Specified Yes

Stoughton Not Specified Not Specified Commercial/Mason Not Specified Yes Not Specified Not Specified Not Specified Not Specified

Sun Prairie Not Specified 10 feet Commercial/Mason Not Specified Not Specified Responsible Adult Required 6 square feet Yes

Verona Not Specified 15 feet Commercial/Mason Not Specified Yes 16 years Required Not Specified Yes

Waunakee Not Specified 15 feet Commercial/Mason Not Specified yes 18 years Required Not Specified Yes

Windsor Done by 11:30 pm 10 feet Not Specified Charcoal Not Specified 16 years Required 3 feet Yes

Fire Pit Restrictions

 (all municipalities state that the smoke can not be a nuisance and must be clean, untreated wood)
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	1. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL.
	2. PUBLIC APPEARANCES.
	3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES.
	a. Approve the minutes from the 6/9/2021 PSC Meeting.
	6.9.21 PSC DRAFT MINUTES


	4. BUSINESS.
	a. Staff Reports
	1) Fire and Rescue Department
	202107 Fire Rescue Report

	2) Police Department
	June 2021 Monthly Report


	b. Tourist Rooming House Application - 4514 Wisconsin Avenue
	Summary Sheet
	4514 Wisconsin Ave Application
	4514 Wisconsin Ave Compliance Inspections
	TRH Feedback - Crowley
	TRH Feedback - Bina

	c. Event Permit - Karben 4
	Summary Sheet
	Chapin Approval Letter - Karben4 Event - 07.08.2021
	Karben4 Pop up Biergarten June 2021 letter approval
	20210616 Karben 4
	Kareben 4 Event Permit Application - July PSC

	d. Review, discussion, and possible action Ordinance 26-80
	Summary Sheet
	McFarland Ordinances 26-80
	20210702 Dane County Municiple Burning Ordinace Comparable


	5. SCHEDULE NEXT MEETING DATE.
	a. Discussion of Hybrid Meetings 2.0.

	6. ADJOURNMENT.



