
VILLAGE OF MCFARLAND NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
PARKS, RECREATION, 

& NATURAL 
RESOURCES 
COMMITTEE

Thursday, February 21, 2019 7:00 PM McFarland Municipal Center
Conference Room A

AGENDA

   

1. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL.
   

2. PUBLIC APPEARANCES.
   

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES.
  a. Discussion and action regarding the minutes of the regular meeting held on January 17, 2019.
     

   

4. BUSINESS.
  a. Update regarding Aquatics Feasibility Study.
     

  b. Discuss and possible recommendation regarding the Parks and Open Space Plan, (continuation from 
the January meeting)

     

  c. Directors Report
     

  d. Set possible date for a public hearing by the Parks, Recreation & Natural Resources Committee to 
adopt the Outdoor Recreation and Open Space Plan.

     

   

5. SCHEDULE NEXT MEETING DATE.
  a. Thursday, March 14, 2019 at 7:00 pm ­ ***SPECIAL DATE***
     

   

6. ADJOURNMENT.

This meeting notice constitutes an official meeting of the above referenced group and was posted in accordance with all applicable 
laws related to Open Meetings Law.  It is possible that members of and possibly a quorum of members of other governmental bodies 
of the municipality may be in attendance at the above stated meeting to gather information.  No action will be taken by any 
governmental body at the above stated meeting other than the governmental body specifically referred to above in this notice.  Upon 
reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of disabled individuals.  For additional information or to request this 
service, contact the McFarland Municipal Center at (608) 838­3153 or cassandra.suettinger@mcfarland.wi.us.
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VILLAGE OF MCFARLAND
Joint Parks, Recreation, & Natural Resources Commission

Minutes
Thursday, January 17, 2019 ­ 7:00 PM

Page 1 of 3

1. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL.

 

Chairperson Kolk called the regular meeting of the Parks, Recreation, and Natural 
Resources Committee  to order at 7:01 PM in Conference Room A of the McFarland 
Municpal Center. 

Members present: Chuck Rolfsmeyer, Rick Ruecking, Katherine Pease, Jacob Schkirkie, 
Darrel Waldera, Shaun O'Hearn, Dan Kolk
 

Members not present: John Feldner, Jacob Tisue
 

Staff Present:  Jim Hessling, Acting Director of Public Works, Matt Schuenke, Village 
Administrator, Tim Stieve, Town and Country Engineering, 

2. PUBLIC APPEARANCES.
  None.
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES.
 

  a. Motion to approve the minutes of the December 20, 2018 meeting.

   
Motion by O'Hearn, second by Schkirkie, to Approve the Minutes of the December 20, 
2018 minutes. Motion carries 7 ­ 0 ­ 0 by acclamation.

4. BUSINESS.

 
The Committee went immediately to agenda item 4b.  Agenda item 4a was moved after 
agenda item 4d at 8:04 pm.

  a. Discussion and action to install bird nesting boxes in and adjacent to McDaniel Park.

   

Shawn Miller gave a presentation on placing nesting boxes along the Lower Yahara 
River Trail (LYRT) to attract a bird called the prothonatary worbler.  Shawn has 
worked with the DNR on this initiative, and he brought an example of the nesting box 
given to him by the DNR.  Miller would build the boxes and do the installation 
himself.  

Motion by Kolk, second by Waldera, to authorize Shawn Miller to install up to 8 nesting 
boxes for the prothonatary worbler along the LYRT. Motion carries 7 ­ 0 ­ 0 by 
acclamation.
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  b. Discussion and update regarding planned improvements within Orchard Hill Park.

   

In the master plan, which was completed about 1.5 years ago, enhancements to the 
Urso Schuetz property were outlined and included expansion of the dog park and the 
addition of disc golf.  During 2018, the following items were completed:

 Initial design work for the disc golf course was completed.
 Major clearing work occurred in the forested area around Orchard Hill.
 A new parking lot with driveway access was added.

 

Future work includes the following:

 Adding a trail with boardwalk from Holscher to the center of the park, which 
would be either a main trail or a spur.  We were planning to use a park grant to 
support this initiative, but we did not get the grant.  This improvement is now 
on hold pending discussions with Dane County.  We are unsure of their plans 
currently. 

 Expanding the current dog park south into Dane County’s property.  There is a 
meeting with Dane County coming up.  Dane County has not cleaned up the 
invasive species Japanese Knotweed on their property, which is located west of 
Hidden Farm Road.  Committee members raised concerns that if it crosses the 
road, all of the clearing the Village has done up to this point would be for 
naught.  Member Pease is going to send Hessling contact names for Dane 
County, so this issue can be reviewed.

O’Hearn suggested hole sponsorship for disc golf to help fund the project as a future 
idea.  

  c. Discussion and action regarding the position description for the Office Manager 
position within the Public Works Department.

   

Schuneke provided an overview on how this position has evolved after going through 
other committees including Personnel, Public Works and Public Utilities.  After 
receiving and reviewing committee input, it was decided to broaden the title and job 
description to incorporate more duties across all Public Works departments instead of 
primarily supporting Public Utilities.  
Motion by  Kolk, second by O'Hearn to accept the position description as presented.  
Motion carries 7 ­ 0 ­ 0 by acclamation.
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  d. Discussion and action to make a recommendation regarding the acquisition of land 
for the future development of an east side community park.

   

The Village has recognized that new growth is happening to the east of the Village.  
Discussions have taken place regarding the possible acquisition of land sizable enough 
(approximately 20­40 acres) to support multi­function events such as sport fields.  
Recently a large parcel of land located east of  CTH AB in the Town of Cottage Grove 
has become available.  Initial observations included the following:

 The actual cost for this parcel is significantly less than the $2.5M set aside in 
the 2019 budget for this purpose.

 The area is reasonably flat and free of wetlands.
 If the land was purchased but not developed right away, it could be leased out 

as farmland.
 If the land was purchased, but needs/wants change in the future, the land could 

be sold.

Motion by O'Hearn, second by Kolk to make a recommendation regarding the 
acquisition of land for the future development of an east side community park. Motion 
carries 7 ­ 0 ­ 0 by acclamation.

  e. Presentation by Public Works Director regarding monthly department report.

   

Hessling presented the monthly departmental report.

Kolk inquired about annual work on Indian Mound, the flooded trail along Creamery, 
and the path in Lewis Park.  

5. SCHEDULE NEXT MEETING DATE.
 

  a. February 21, 2019 at 7:00 pm.
   

6. ADJOURNMENT.

 
Motion by Rolfsmeyer, second by O'Hearn, to adjourn at 8:26 pm. Motion carries 7 ­ 0 ­ 0 
by acclamation.
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VILLAGE BOARD SUMMARY SHEET

MEETING DATE: Thursday, February 21, 2019
  

SECTION: Business
  

DEPARTMENT: Administration
  

CONTACT:
  

AGENDA ITEM: Update regarding Aquatics Feasibility Study.
  

PREVIOUS ACTION:

 

ISSUE SUMMARY:
This is presented as an update regarding the Aquatics Feasibility Study that begun in 2018.  An 
Open House with the Consultants is scheduled prior to the meeting in the Community Room that 
you are welcome to attend.  The Consultants will come back to the Committee for a presentation 
of the report at your meeting in March.  No action is needed on this item.
 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPACT:

 

VILLAGE PLAN REFERENCE:

 

ORDINANCE REFERENCE:

 

BOARD, COMMISSION OR COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:

 

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Public Input Meeting Flyer (003)
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PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE 

 
Topic: 
MCFARLAND AQUATIC FACILITY 
FEASIBILITY STUDY 

 

Where |  
Village Hall 
5915 Milwaukee Street 

 

 When |   February 21, 6:00 PM – 7:00 PM 
 
Join representatives from the Village of McFarland and aquatic facility consultant, Ayres 
Associates, in a discussion of possible options for a future Aquatic facility in the Village. This study 
is a high-level feasibility analysis and the Village wants to hear from you.  
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VILLAGE BOARD SUMMARY SHEET

MEETING DATE: Thursday, February 21, 2019
  

SECTION: Business
  

DEPARTMENT: Public Works
  

CONTACT:
  

AGENDA ITEM: Discuss and possible recommendation regarding the Parks and Open 
Space Plan, (continuation from the January meeting)

  

PREVIOUS ACTION:

 

ISSUE SUMMARY:

 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPACT:

 

VILLAGE PLAN REFERENCE:

 

ORDINANCE REFERENCE:

 

BOARD, COMMISSION OR COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:

 

ATTACHMENTS:
1. 1.30.19 Working copy outdoor rec plan
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VILLAGE BOARD SUMMARY SHEET

MEETING DATE: Thursday, February 21, 2019
  

SECTION: Business
  

DEPARTMENT: Public Works
  

CONTACT:
  

AGENDA ITEM: Directors Report
  

PREVIOUS ACTION:

 

ISSUE SUMMARY:

 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPACT:

 

VILLAGE PLAN REFERENCE:

 

ORDINANCE REFERENCE:

 

BOARD, COMMISSION OR COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:

 

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Jan 2019 Directors report
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PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
February 12, 2019

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMITTEE 
February 19, 2019

PARKS, RECREATION & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE
February 21, 2019

Acting Public Works Directors Report 
for

January 2019

The following is information concerning events and activities of the Public Works Department 
along with the Water and Sewer Utilities for the previous month. This information is provided in 
brief to provide an overview of the highlights. 

Plowing Operations
The department handled a few different storms. The most notable ones for the month included a 
nine-inch storm on January 23 and another seven-inch storm on January 28. 

Storm Sewer Catch Basins
Various storm water drains in the streets were opened up due the recent warmer weather to avoid 
possible street flooding and to accommodate the predicted rains in late January. 

Orchard Park
No work has taken place this month, due the weather and other jobs. 

Meter Change Outs
Water meters continue to be changed out. This has slowed somewhat due to the snow along with 
citizen responses.
  
Meetings/Training/Seminars
The Village hosted the Southern Wisconsin Association of Publicworks Supervisors (SWAPS) 
meeting at Lewis Park.

Several PW employees attended the Diggers Hotline Safety Meeting. These meetings promote 
safe digging practices and the importance of utilizing Diggers Hotline services along with a 
safety focused program. 

Hessling participated in the APWA WI Chapter Executive Committee meeting.
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VILLAGE BOARD SUMMARY SHEET

MEETING DATE: Thursday, February 21, 2019
  

SECTION: Business
  

DEPARTMENT: Administration
  

CONTACT:
  

AGENDA ITEM: Set possible date for a public hearing by the Parks, Recreation & 
Natural Resources Committee to adopt the Outdoor Recreation and 
Open Space Plan.

  

PREVIOUS ACTION:

 

ISSUE SUMMARY:

 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPACT:

 

VILLAGE PLAN REFERENCE:

 

ORDINANCE REFERENCE:

 

BOARD, COMMISSION OR COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:

 

ATTACHMENTS:
None
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