
VILLAGE OF MCFARLAND NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
PARKS, RECREATION, 

& NATURAL 
RESOURCES 
COMMITTEE

Thursday, December 20, 
2018

7:00 PM McFarland Municipal Center
Conference Room A

AGENDA

   

1. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL.
   

2. PUBLIC APPEARANCES.
   

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES.
  a. Discussion and action regarding the minutes from the meeting on November 15, 2018.
     

   

4. BUSINESS.
  a. Reconsideration of the discussion and action to make a recommendation to the Village Board to 

accept the dedicated parkland and paved path within the Prairie Place Subdivision 
     

  b. Discussion and action to recommend to the Village Board revisions to Village Ordinance 44­22 
regarding turf protection on public property.

     

  c. Discussion and Possible Recommendation regarding the Parks and Rec Open Space plan
     

   

5. SCHEDULE NEXT MEETING DATE.
  a. Thursday, January 17, 2019 at 7:00 pm.
     

   

6. ADJOURNMENT.

This meeting notice constitutes an official meeting of the above referenced group and was posted in accordance with all applicable 
laws related to Open Meetings Law.  It is possible that members of and possibly a quorum of members of other governmental bodies 
of the municipality may be in attendance at the above stated meeting to gather information.  No action will be taken by any 
governmental body at the above stated meeting other than the governmental body specifically referred to above in this notice.  Upon 
reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of disabled individuals.  For additional information or to request this 
service, contact the McFarland Municipal Center at (608) 838­3153 or cassandra.suettinger@mcfarland.wi.us.
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Parks, Recreation, and Natural Resources Committee
Meeting Minutes (DRAFT)

November 15, 2018

1. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL. Meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. in Conference Room A of the 
McFarland Municipal Center by chair Dan Kolk. Roll call: Kolk, O’Hearn, Feldner (7:30 p.m.), Pease, 
Rolfsmeyer, Ruecking (7:05 p.m.), Schkirkie, Tisue, Waldera. 

Staff present: Allan Coville, Jim Hessling, Pauline Bonness, Matt Schuenke

2. PUBLIC APPEARANCES. None.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES. Kolk motioned, Schkrikie seconded, to approve the minutes. Passed 7-0.

4. BUSINESS:

 a. Discussion and Possible Recommendation regarding the Parks and Open Space Plan. The committee 
continued its discussion of the village Parks and Open Space Plan.

b. Review and Possible Recommendation regarding the Public Works Director job description. The 
committee discussed the proposed job description. Tisue motioned, Rolfsmeyer seconded, to approve 
the job description as proposed in the meeting packet. Passed 9-0.

c. Review and Possible Recommendation regarding the Public Works Organizational chart. The 
committee discussed the proposed chart. Waldera motioned, Rolfsmeyer seconded, approving the 
proposed chart. Passed 9-0.

d. Discussion and action to make a recommendation to the Village Board to accept the dedicated 
parkland and paved path within the Prairie Place subdivision. Kolk motioned, Felder seconded, that 
once the village accepted the dedicated parkland and paved path that all future damages to the path 
and parkland are the responsibility of the developer to fix. Motion failed 8-1. O’Hearn motioned, 
Waldera seconded, to accept the parkland and path as per the developer’s agreement. Motion passed 8-
1. 

e. Review and Discussion of the 2018 Operating Budget. Village administrator reviewed budget 
materials for the committee.

f. Discussion and possible recommendation regarding the 2019 Capital Budget items. The committee 
discussed capital budget items for the 2019 calendar year.

5. SCHEDULE NEXT MEETING DATE

a. December 20, 2018 at 7:00 p.m

6. ADJOURNMENT. Ruecking moved, O’Hearn seconded, to adjourn the meeting. Motion approved 
unanimously at 9:07 p.m.
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VILLAGE BOARD SUMMARY SHEET

MEETING DATE: Thursday, December 20, 2018
  

SECTION: Business
  

DEPARTMENT: Public Works
  

CONTACT: Matt Schuenke, Village Administrator
  

AGENDA ITEM: Reconsideration of the discussion and action to make a 
recommendation to the Village Board to accept the dedicated 
parkland and paved path within the Prairie Place Subdivision 

  

PREVIOUS ACTION:
Accept - Then it heads to the Village Board for consideration.

Do Not Accept - Remains the responsibility of the Developer to maintain until the 80% 
threshold is triggered.
 

ISSUE SUMMARY:
The Developer for the Prairie Place Subdivision has requested the Village accept the park parcel 
and paved path that have been dedicated to it via the plat for this development.  The 
Development Agreement for this project provides that the Village must accept it once 80% of 
the lots are built out within the Development.  The project is roughly around 40% as it stands 
now and likely within the next 1-2 years will reach this threshold.  The Developer was not able 
to be present at the last meeting and wanted the ability to convey his request to the Committee in 
person.  If agreeable the Committee will need to make a recommendation to the Village Board 
to accept the property which will trigger an amendment to the Development Agreement they 
will approve to formalize the process.

The Committee met on November 15th of this year and voted to recommend to the Village 
Board that the property not be accepted at this time.
 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPACT:
If and when the property is accepted then the Village will incur costs to mow the associated 
green space and plow the paved path as is needed.  They will be absorbed into basic operations 
and inevitable no matter when the property is accepted consistent with similar projects.
 

VILLAGE PLAN REFERENCE:
None.
 

ORDINANCE REFERENCE:
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None.
 

BOARD, COMMISSION OR COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:
A few items to note when considering this request:

1. The Development Agreement was drafted and accepted by the Developer to set a ceiling 
on when the areas in question would be accepted.  It has been common practice to abide 
by this with other Developments and well within our right to do so.

2. It has been claimed that the houses constructed presently within Prairie Place are now 
paying full taxes which in theory is meant to cover the costs for added maintenance.  The 
2018 taxes that are payable in 2019 are based on the value of property on January 1, 
2018.  While most of these properties have homes on them now that are occupied, as of 
January first this year they did not and the value reflected in the upcoming taxation is 
only for land and no improvements.  Next year at this time is when we would pick up the 
full value for the improvements based on their condition on January 1, 2019.

3. The Developer owns three parcels on Holscher Road that are intended for multi-family 
housing in the future.  These parcels are vacant but have sidewalk abutting them.  The 
Developer will remain responsible for maintaining these properties in a similar fashion 
as it does the property he wishes the Village to accept.

4. Nearly all of the public improvements are completed within this subdivision.  It was a 2 
phase subdivision and new homes are beginning to be constructed within the second 
phase.

5. Liability for the use of the paved path and "park" area should fall under recreational 
immunity granted for the creation of such improvements.

Following reconsideration of this request, the Committee should take action to make a 
recommendation to the Village Board.
 

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Prairie Place
2. Prairie Place Acceptance Map
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VILLAGE BOARD SUMMARY SHEET

MEETING DATE: Thursday, December 20, 2018
  

SECTION: Business
  

DEPARTMENT: Administration
  

CONTACT: Matt Schuenke, Village Administrator
  

AGENDA ITEM: Discussion and action to recommend to the Village Board revisions to 
Village Ordinance 44-22 regarding turf protection on public 
property.

  

PREVIOUS ACTION:
None.
 

ISSUE SUMMARY:
Currently the Parks and Recreation Committee is to approve any requests of individuals to "dig 
into turf" of any property owned by the Village for any reason.  This is a very broad reaching 
requirement that goes beyond park's responsibility and has been a Staff function to administer in 
actual practice for years.  This change merely aligns this with the responsibility of the Public 
Works Director who is already granted similar authority for these types of actions through 
things like permits to work within the public right of way.

Separate from this, Village Staff continues to work on change in policy and ordinance for 
Special Events.  Making this change defers some responsibility for these types of actions to 
Staff through that process as might be common and appropriate.
 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPACT:
None.
 

VILLAGE PLAN REFERENCE:
None.
 

ORDINANCE REFERENCE:
None.
 

BOARD, COMMISSION OR COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:
Recommended for approval.
 

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Sec._44_22.___Turf_protection_on_public_property.
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Sec. 44-22. - Turf protection on public property. 
 

Except as authorized by the Public Works Director, or designee, Parks and Recreation 
Committee, no person shall dig into the turf of any Village-owned property for any purposes 
whatsoever or remove any trees or flowers. Absent authorization by the Public Works Director, 
or designee, Parks and Recreation Committee, the use of metal detectors and digging for buried 
objects on Village property, except beaches where no vegetation is present, is prohibited. 
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